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ABSTRACT 

The 2009 National School Climate Survey reported that nearly nine out of ten LGBTQ students 

experienced harassment in schools. Eighty-four percent reported they were verbally harassed and 

40.1% reported they were physically harassed because of their sexual orientation. LGBTQ 

students deal with hostile environments in today’s schools as two-thirds reported feeling unsafe 

at school. Louis Bergonzi (2009) described how heterosexuality “almost exclusively” has been 

present in school music education. He discussed issues with curricular content. If schools are not 

providing safe and meaningful arts education opportunities for LGBTQ youth, perhaps 

community music and arts organizations are a more effective means. 

Currently there are five chorus and 14 theatre groups for LGBTQA youth across the US and 

Canada. One of these, “Dreams of Hope” is a creative and performing arts organization 

committed to provide positive influences in the lives of queer youth and allies. Based in 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania their mission is to provide “the region’s LGBTQ and allied youth a 

welcoming environment to grow in confidence, express themselves and develop as leaders.” 

Artistic expression allows for audiences to relate to young people differently than lecturing.  

The purpose of this paper is to examine Dreams of Hope with respect to (a) the lives of 

LGBTQA youth, (b) the people for whom they perform, as well as to explore (c) the potential for 

music educators to create a more safe space for LGBTQA youth in their schools. Regarding the 



first purpose, one of the participants of Dreams of Hope played a homophobic father who has an 

openly gay son. The dialogue explored how the son was bullied in school, including being 

pushed down a flight of stairs. “I remember when we created the first script as a group, I was 

appalled that the father eventually disowned his son but unfortunately this happens every day to 

queer youth,” He said. “So I realized, it is time to stand up and try to change our ignorant 

society.” He credits Dreams of Hope with highlighting the good and reducing the bad. “I have 

come out to everyone and I have not been suicidal or attempted to cut myself in over three 

years,” he said, adding, “this Group is a miracle to me.”   

 


